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Cutleaf Evening Primrose 
             and Common Mallow

If you are out in 
your pastures or 
your fields very 
much this winter 
you will see these 
two weeds.  
Primrose is on the 
left and over the last several years has become a force to be 
reckoned with.  Jim Farley asked me to look at a potential field 
for planting wheat and this weed had nearly taken over.  It is very 
invasive and gets to be big in a short period of time.  Also it takes 
more herbicide than we normally use since it has a big root and 
lots of stems.

Common mallow on the right has also been showing up more 
and more in pastures and fields.  It is supposed to be a summer 
annual but has become adapted so that it can be really bad in 
winter.  It has come up with a vengeance with all the rain and it is 
here to stay this winter.

Needless to say winter weeds got off to a good start with all 
the recent rains and they will be bad all winter long.
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Farley’s Thoughts

2018 will be 
remembered in several 
different ways. During the 
winter of 2017-2018 the 
hay surplus disappeared as 
prices doubled in just a 
few weeks. Spring was 
drier than normal as 
moisture became scarce in 
late May and June. 
Planting of small seeded 
crops like cotton and 
Sudan was difficult due to 
the limited moisture. Very 
little dryland hay was 
made during the summer. The 
hot and dry weather during 
July and August limited the 
development of hay, cotton, 
peanuts, pecans, and corn.  
September brought rain and 
the most severe outbreak of 
armyworms in bermudagrass 
and small grains that I have 
ever witnessed. Business at 
Farley’s came to a standstill as 
one of the wettest Octobers in 
history unfolded. So, how will 
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On the Edge by Matt Nowlin
With technology literally at our fingertips, people spend 

countless hours scrolling through endless feeds on social 
networking apps such as Facebook, Instagram, and Twitter. 
Through the many facets of networking there is one sector that is 
gaining attention: AgTwitter. Twitter is a social network that 
allows you to type up to 280 characters (in order to keep messages 
short) while also adding pictures or videos. Add Ag to the 
equation and you have a group of people involved in agriculture 
scattered across the country sharing ideas, thoughts, and even 
mishaps.
 These "Tweeters" are continuously posting about planting, seed 
varieties, harvesting issues, tilling practices, and pests that are 
causing crop damage. Tweeters are always willing to handout 
advice for those in need; and seeing how producers conduct 
business throughout different regions and geographies may give 
you a new perspective to assist your operation. 

I prefer using Twitter to find ag related articles over other 
social networking sites. Many agriculture publications  post the 
same articles on Twitter that they do in print, but with Twitter 
these articles are in a much easier place to find being on a 
centrally located feed. Be careful, however, because following too 
many people/organizations will clutter your feed and make it 
difficult to find the information you need. 
Not everyone will jump on the Twitter bug, but if you're looking 
to stay up to date with the latest agriculture information or get in 
contact with more producers, I would highly recommend signing 
up. 

Here’s a few pages to follow:
@BEEFMagazine  -  Beef Magazine
@CottonGrowerMag  -  Cotton Grower Magazine
@FarmJournal  -  Farm Journal
@INTLFCStone
@USDA  -  Department of Agriculture 

Beef Cow Feeding
We have written a lot about feeding beef cows over many 

newsletters but we rarely mention what we have to supplement 
beef cows throughout the winter.  

First, we have Farley’s Beef Builder, which is made in-house 
with cane molasses and has been a favorite for years.  Next we 
have Farley’s Mix30 which is a mainstay for many producers.  We 
also have MLS Tubs with 21% protein and  5% fat and a 24% 
protein 10% fat. These are convenient especially for those who 
can’t supplement on a regular basis.  Lastly, we have Farley’s 
Range Meal made in-house sold in 50# bags and according to 
nutrition research it can be fed every other day and still be 
effective as a protein source.  

As a reminder now is an optimum time to worm cattle.  The 
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2018 be remembered. The 
driest summer since 2011?  One 
of the wettest falls or years 
ever? It may be remembered as 
both.
	 In Luke 9:62, Jesus said 
“No man having put his 
hand to the plough, and 
looking back, is fit for the 
kingdom of God.” So, let’s 
look ahead to 2019. 

Hay looks to be in very 
short supply all winter. It is 
already scarce, even though a 
substantial late cutting was 
made.  That means prices 
will continue to be high.  
Soil moisture levels are 
returning to normal and we 
should have good deep 
moisture going in to next 
year.

Cotton and pecan prices 
have a good chance of 
remaining strong.  Calf 
prices should be decent once 
the big fall runs wind down.  
Here’s hoping milk prices 
recover from their current 
low levels.

It is time to consider 
whether or not to do soil 
samples.  I strongly 
encourage you to sample 
dryland acreage that hasn’t 
been sampled in the last 3 
years.  Irrigated cropland 
can be sampled more often. 
Some customers choose to 
sample every year where a 
high value crop is being 
grown.  Soil pH is critical for 
nutrient uptake.  A pH too 
low or too high will limit the 
uptake of the nutrients that 
you apply. 
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latest killing freezes have wiped out the pasture parasite load and 
so you should worm now to 
remove parasites that may be 
eating your supplements 
before the cows do!

We also have a good supply 
of feeders for liquid feed, hay 
rings, and mineral feeders all 
at Farley’s retail store.  
Farley’s also has the required 
license for prescription vet 
supplies.  We are also 
teaming up with Dr. Michael 
Burk, De Leon DVM who 
provides consultation on 
every prescription.

Lawn Preemerge for Spring
We are early, I know!  But we wont have another newsletter 

till March and it may be too late.  So start thinking now about 
putting out PrePlus the first 2 weeks of March to control 
grassburrs and other summer weeds.  This product works but 
only if applied before weeds germinate.  Make an application 1st 
of March, last of May and again in August to keep them out of 
your lawn.  Guaranteed to get you Lawn of the Month!

Pulling off Winter Wheat for 
Grain

This has started off to be a fantastic year for small grains.  
Already oats and wheat have grown more than we have ever seen 
and they are already providing great grazing and probably will on 
into spring.

The problem is when to quit grazing if you want to harvest 
wheat.  Now I know neither cattle or wheat prices are that great 
but it may be worth your while to do both.  So, trying to figure 
out when to pull cattle off 
winter wheat is not a matter of 
dates it has to do with the 
plant.  What we want to avoid 
is letting the cattle graze off 
the small seed head that is still 
in the stem long before we see 
it.  The picture to the right 
shows the seed head just 
forming in the stem up to the 
jointing stage.  Both stems are 
cut off at ground level so you 
see they are small.  When does 
this happen?  Usually we start 
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I anticipate higher 
fertilizer prices for 2019 
compared to 2018.  Prices 
actually went up in the 
summer and fall.  I have no 
reason for the price increase 
but it happened. Give the 
crew at Farley’s a call and we 
can pull the samples and 
send them off to be analyzed 
or bring your samples by and 
we can send them to the lab.

Thank each one of you 
for your business and merry 
Christmas and a happy New 
Year in 2019.

Jim

Feeding Cattle 
Minerals

It has been proven that 
70% of beef cattle herds are 
deficient in minerals.  In 
particular they are deficient in 
selenium and copper but may 
also have problems with a 
phosphorus deficiency which 
affects reproduction and 
maybe a potassium imbalance 
or deficiency because 
potassium can leach out of hay 
either before baling or in the 
bale.

Generally there are two 
problems with mineral 
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looking after February 15.  I run my fingers up the stem from 
ground level to see if I feel a node.  Below that is the hollow 
stem.  If I don’t feel one then I dig up a few plants and cut the 
stem like the picture to see where the head is.  So if you want 
wheat grain, cattle eating that head off the stem on the left 
means NO Head - No Grain!

Winter Spraying Hay Fields
Don’t even think about this till February 1!!!  But winter is a 

great time to clean up those hay fields. Just look at the picture 
taken in April after spring growth had started.. 

This field was sprayed in February while the bermudagrass 
was still dormant but the winter grass and weeds, including 
thistles were very much alive and growing.  So if you wait till late 
April you will kill the weeds but not the winter grass and those 
weed carcasses and that winter grass will all be in your first hay 
cutting lowering its value a lot.  Keep this in mind if you have a 
hay field, especially if you sell that hay.

What Went Wrong!
What in the world does that statement 
mean?  Well the pecans you harvest now 
can sure explain a lot about pecan 
management.  In the pictures you see 
here theres is hickory shuckworm 
damage on the shell and hull, the right 
shows pecan weevil damage.  What you 
harvest now tells us a lot about what 
you did or did not do this summer! 
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consumption.  One, there is not 
adequate water available.  What 
we know is that your mineral 
needs to be located very near a 
good water source or they wont 
eat it.  This means you can not 
have the mineral in the barn 
and a stock tank 1/2 mile away 
and expect them to eat mineral.  
Do you have water or tea with 
your meal?

Second, the mineral has to 
be palatable!  Cheap minerals 
are cheap because they wont eat 
them.  They are made with 
inferior ingredients that cattle 
just wont eat.  I have heard 
producers brag about how 
cheap their mineral bill is and 
then wonder why their cattle 
never measure up?


